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Tough Topic Sunday 

Can you be a Christian and pro-choice? 
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Who does Jesus say?  

• “See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you that in heaven their angels always see 

the face of my Father who is in heaven. Matthew 18:10 

• But Jesus called them to him, saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder them, for to such 

belongs the kingdom of God. Luke 18:16 

• So it is not the will of my[a] Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. Matthew 

18:14 

 
 

What does science say? 

• Dr. Alfred Bongioanni, professor of obstetrics at the University of Penn, states “I have learned from 

my earliest medical education that human life begins at the time of conception. I submit that human 

life is present throughout this entire sequence from conception to adulthood and that any 

interruption at any point throughout this time constitutes a termination of life.” 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+18%3A14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-23739a
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• Dr. Jerome LeJuene, genetics professor at the University of Descartes in Paris, states, “After 

fertilization has taken place a new human being has come into being.” He says, “this is no longer a 

matter of taste or opinion. Each individual has a very neat beginning, at conception.” 

• Professor Micheline Matthews-Roth of Harvard University Medical School argues, “It is scientifically 

correct to say that an individual human life begins at conception.”  

• The government’s own definition attests to the fact that life begins at fertilization. According to the 

National Institutes of Health, “fertilization” is the process of union of two gametes (i.e., ovum and 

sperm) “whereby the somatic chromosome number is restored and the development of a new 

individual is initiated.” 

• Landrum B. Shettles, M.D., P.h.D. was first scientist to succeed at in-vitro fertilization:“The zygote is 
human life….there is one fact that no one can deny; Human beings begin at conception.” 

• In the Womb, National Geographic 2005: “The two cells gradually and gracefully become one. This is 
the moment of conception, when an individual’s unique set of DNA is created, a human signature that 
never existed before and will never be repeated.” 

 

What do even pro-choice advocates say? (Pulled from Human Life International) 

” Naomi Wolf readily admitted that in abortion a life is lost. Camille Paglia went even further to state that 

abortion truly is “murder.” Yet, both of these women favor the seen over against the unseen and ardently 

defend a woman’s right to kill her unborn and unseen child. 

The owner of the LoveJoy Surgicenter, Oregon’s largest abortion clinic, testified under oath that human life 

“begins at conception.”  

Stages Of Development (Human Life International) 

• At fertilization, genetic instructions from the mother and the father combine to form a zygote, barely 

visible to the human eye.1 This single cell contains more information than fifty sets of the physical 33-

volume set of the Encyclopedia Britannica. 

• At 2 weeks, the child’s first completed brain cells appear. 

• At 3 weeks, the pre-born child’s heart is in an advanced stage of formation. His eyes begin to form, 

and his brain, spinal column, and nervous system are virtually complete. 

• At just over 3 weeks, his/her heart begins to beat. 

• At 4 weeks, his muscles are developing. His arm and leg buds are visible, and his first neocortical 
cells appear. The neocortex is the seat of complex thinking and reasoning, a feature present in no 
other mammal. He has grown in size by a factor of 10,000 since fertilization and is now 6 to 7 
millimeters long (about ¼ inch). Blood flows in the baby’s veins, separate from his mother’s blood. 

• At 5 weeks, the baby’s pituitary gland is forming. The pituitary is often called the “master gland” 
since it controls the functions of most of the other endocrine glands. Additionally, the baby’s mouth, 
ears, and nose are taking shape. 

• At 6 weeks, the baby’s heart energy output is an incredible 20% that of an adult’s. Her cartilage 
skeleton is completely formed and ossification (bone formation) begins. The umbilical cord has 
developed. Her brain coordinates voluntary movement of muscles and the involuntary movement of 
organs. Reflex responses are present. 

• At around 43 days, the baby’s brain waves can be recorded. 
• At 45 days, he begins spontaneous and voluntary body movements, and his milk teeth buds are 

present. 
• At 7 weeks, his lips are sensitive to touch, and his ears resemble his family’s pattern. The first fully 

developed neurons (nerve cells) appear on the top of his spinal cord, beginning the construction of 
the brain stem, which regulates vital functions such as breathing, the heartbeat, and blood pressure. 
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• At 8 weeks, the pre-born baby is well-proportioned, about 1½ inches long and 1/30 of an ounce in 
weight. All organs are present, complete, and functioning (except the lungs). Her heart beats sturdily. 
Her stomach produces digestive juices, her liver makes blood cells, and her kidneys are functioning. 
Her taste buds are forming and her unique fingerprints are being engraved. Her eyelids and the 
palms of her hands are sensitive to touch. Of the 45 total generations of cell replication that will take 
place by mature adulthood, fully two-thirds (30) have already taken place. She now consists of about 
one billion cells, containing more genetic information than every word communicated by every 
human being who has ever lived since the beginning of the human race.3 

• At 9 weeks, the pre-born child will bend his fingers around an object placed in his palm. His 
fingernails are forming and he sucks his thumb. 

• At 10 weeks, all sections of her body are sensitive to touch. She swallows, squints, frowns, and 
puckers up her brow. 

• By 11 weeks, he makes all facial expressions, including smiles. He is now breathing amniotic fluid 
steadily and will continue to do so until birth. His fingernails and toenails are now present. His taste 
buds are working; he will drink more amniotic fluid if it is artificially sweetened, and less if it is given 
a bitter taste. 

• By the end of the first trimester (12 weeks, the point at which most surgical abortions are done), 
vigorous activity shows the baby’s distinct personality. Sleep patterns differ; some babies hiccup 
constantly, others may cry. The baby can kick, turn over, curl and fan her toes, make a fist, open her 
mouth and press her lips tightly together, and practice breathing. 

• At 13 weeks,  the preborn child’s facial expressions resemble those of her parents. Her movements 
are vigorous and graceful. Her vocal chords and external sex organs are present, and the sex of the 
baby can be determined. The baby can now hear very clearly. 

• At 4 months (16 weeks), the preborn baby can grasp with her hands, swim, and turn somersaults. 
Her mother may first feel her movements at this time. Her eyelashes are now present and rapid eye 
movements (REM), indicating dreaming, can be recorded. A very bright light shined on the mother’s 
abdomen will cause the baby to slowly move her arms to cover her eyes. Very loud music will cause 
her to cover her ears. 

 

What does law state? 

Abortions can be performed for any reason through the full nine months of pregnancy. States may regulate 

where, when, who, how an abortion can occur in the second and third trimesters of pregnancy, but they 

cannot forbid a woman from having an abortion at any time throughout the pregnancy. 

Methods of abortion: 

• Suction Aspiration (or, “Vacuum Curettage”): Technique used most often for first-trimester 

abortions using a powerful suction tube to dismember and remove the developing baby 

• D&C – “Dilatation* (or “Dilation”) and Curettage”: First-trimester technique using a loop-shaped 

steel knife to cut and remove the body of the baby; a second- and third-trimester technique using 

forceps with sharp metal jaws to grasp parts of the developing baby, which are then twisted and torn 

away. This continues until the child’s entire body is removed from the womb. 

• Dilation and Extraction (or, “D&X”; or, “partial-birth abortion”; or, “late-term abortion”): 

Second- and third-trimester technique used to abort a baby between 20 and 32 weeks old or even 

later. The abortionist reaches into the mother’s womb, grabs the baby’s feet with a forceps and pulls 

the baby out of the mother, except for the head. The abortionist then jams a pair of scissors into the 
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back of the baby’s head and spreads the scissors apart to make a hole in the baby’s skull. The 

abortionist removes the scissors and sticks a suction tube into the skull to remove the baby’s brain. 

The forceps are then used to crush the baby’s head and the abortionist pulls the baby’s body out the 

rest of the way. 
CHEMICAL ABORTION PROCEDURE: 

• (Becoming the most popular, over 54% of abortions now) Chemical Abortion: The chemical 

abortion procedure requires the administration of two drugs, mifepristone [known as RU 486] and 

misoprostol (a synthetic prostaglandin), to cause an abortion. Mifepristone blocks the progesterone 

hormone that is needed to sustain a pregnancy. Misoprostol ensures the expulsion of the unborn 

child. The drug regimen is administered the fifth and ninth weeks of pregnancy and involves 

multiple doctor visits. 

 

 

WORDPLAY 

Pro choice organizations like Planned Parenthood call it… 

• Choice… 

• Human rights 

• Tissue or clump of cells to dehumanize it 

• Medicine 

• Women’s health care 

• Pregnancy termination, reduction, interruption, dilations and extraction 

 

That’s why we keep taking people back to the basic premise and use the right words. 

• What is he/she? A baby.  

• When did life start? At conception. 

• What is abortion? Taking of life, murder, killing, removing rights of another valuable, human being. 

• It’s ok to kill a baby when…(make people answer this) 

• A human is a human. Does it matter about it’s Size? It’s Location? It’s Environment? It’s 

Development?  

Remember, it’s not a logic issue. It’s a spiritual issue. 
 

STATS 

Current United States Data (All American Life League) 

o Total number of abortions in the U.S. 1973-2018: 61.8 million+ 

o 186 abortions per 1,000 live births (according to the Centers for Disease Control) 

o U.S. Abortions in 2017: ~862,320 (Guttmacher Institute) 
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o Abortions per day: 2362+ (GI) 

o Abortions per hour: 98+ (GI) 

o 1 abortion every 37 seconds (GI) 

o 13.5 abortions / 1000 women aged 15-44 in 2017 (GI) 

o 1 in 3 are already mothers 

o Over 50% are Christians 

o Every year over 3 million women in the U.S. will face an unplanned pregnancy, 43% of these end in 
abortion. 

o Over 98% of abortions involve women who simply do not want to have the baby.  

o Less than 2% are hard cases like rape, incest, or mother’s life is at risk.  

 

Planned Parenthood’s income breakdown for the 2019-2020 fiscal year 

o PP non-government clinic income: $370.4 million 

o PP donations revenue: $510.0 million 

o PP government grants and reimbursements: $618.1 million 

o Total profit: $69.7 million 

o Total income: $1.641 billion 

o They gave $45 million dollars to President Biden’s campaign  

o Where are PP’s? 80% in low income, predominately African American neighborhoods  

 

The Hard Cases (first know the data) 
• In reality, most abortions are performed for reasons that have nothing to do with either the mother’s 

or the baby’s health. An article in the journal BMC Women’s Health discusses research conducted with 
respondents who were asked about reasons why they had abortions. Forty percent said they were 
not financially prepared. Thirty-six percent said they had the abortion because the timing was 
bad, they were not ready, or the pregnancy was unplanned. Twenty-nine percent said they 
wanted to focus on other children. Twenty percent said they wanted to focus on career or 
school. Only 12% said they were concerned about their health or the baby’s health—and that 
included reasons such as drug addiction, alcohol use, tobacco use, or the use of medications. 

• Further, the reports that just 1% of women who have an abortion have it because they became 
pregnant as a result of rape, and fewer than 0.5% have an abortion because of incest. Recent data 
from the CDC shows similar results 

• The Guttmacher Institute performed a survey of a large number of women obtaining late-term 
abortions and asked them their reasons for doing so.1 It found that only about one percent of second- 
and third-trimester abortions are performed for fetal anomalies, or eugenics. Almost half (45%) of 
the women surveyed said that they didn’t know about the pregnancy; one-fourth (27%) said that 
they found it hard to arrange an earlier abortion; 20% said that they disagreed about the abortion 
with the child’s father; and the rest gave reasons such as taking their time to decide. 

https://bmcwomenshealth.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1472-6874-13-29
https://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/sexualviolence/understanding-RRP-inUS.html
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• Ron Fitzsimmons, executive director of the National Coalition of Abortion Providers, said: When 
you’re a doctor who does these [partial-birth] abortions and the leaders of your movement appear 
before Congress and go on network news and say these procedures are done in only the most tragic of 
circumstances, how do you think it makes you feel? You know they’re primarily done on healthy women 
and healthy fetuses, and it makes you feel like a dirty little abortionist with a dirty little secret…. I think 
we should tell them the truth, let them vote and move on. 

How to Respond to people about The Hard Cases (Taken from Randy Alcorn’s book 
Pro Life Answers to Pro Choice Arguments) 

• But God is in control. “See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I kill and I make 
alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can deliver out of my hand. Deuteronomy 32:39 

• No adverse circumstances for one human being changes the nature and worth of another human 
being. 

• Laws must not be built on exceptional cases. 
• Abortion to save a mother’s life was legal before convenience abortion was legalized and would 

still be legal if abortion were made illegal again.  
• Rape is not the fault of the child, the guilty party, not an innocent party, should be punished. 
• The violence of abortion parallels the violence of rape. 
• Abortion does not bring healing to a rape victim. 
• A child is a child regardless of how he/she was conceived. 
• What about already-born people who were products of rape? Have you ever heard their story? 
• If our God is sovereign and in complete control, and he has plans, we must trust that 

sometimes he will bring a person into the world in even tragic circumstances. We must 
not play God. 

 

How to respond to common Rebuttals (Pro-life by Scott Klusendorf) 

• Abortion is a private matter: But do we allow parents to abuse their children as long as they do so 
in privacy? What is the unborn? If the unborn is a human, then it deserves the same protection as 
other children. 

• Many poor woman cannot afford another child: Perhaps so but when human beings get expensive 
may we kill them? If a toddler is taxing the family budget, should we exterminate them? The relevant 
issue isn’t economic hardship, but what is the unborn? 

• If abortion is restricted, women will die from back alley abortions: This objection makes sense if 
the unborn are not human. If a human child is involved, why should the law be faulted for making it 
more risky for someone to kill an innocent human being? Should we legalize bank robbery so that it 
is safer for felons? As abortion advocate Mary Anne Warren points out, “The fact that restricting 
access to abortions has tragic side effects does not, in itself, show that the restrictions are unjustified, 
since murder is wrong regardless of the consequences of forbidding it.” The issue isn’t safety, but 
what is the unborn? 

 

What do we do? Action 

Psalm 82:3-4 Give justice to the weak and the fatherless; 
    maintain the right of the afflicted and the destitute. 

https://books.google.com/books?id=pLDwF1pRdNcC&pg=PA14&lpg=PA14&dq=abortions+and+the+leaders+of+your+movement+appear+before+Congress+and+go+on+network+news+and+say+these+procedures+are+done+in+only+the+most+tragic+of+circumstances,+how+do+you+think+it+makes+you+feel?+You+know+they%E2%80%99re+primarily+done+on+healthy+women+and+healthy+fetuses,+and+it+makes+you+feel+like+a+dirty+little+abortionist+with+a+dirty+little+secret.+I+think+we+should+tell+them+the+truth,+let+them+vote+and+move+on.&source=bl&ots=YSnmzZ15rp&sig=ACfU3U1p7QoUAehh8hFXirrLiLBqb83dzg&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj_o5_NnKr1AhUuk4kEHWnYDKQQ6AF6BAgKEAM#v=onepage&q=abortions%20and%20the%20leaders%20of%20your%20movement%20appear%20before%20Congress%20and%20go%20on%20network%20news%20and%20say%20these%20procedures%20are%20done%20in%20only%20the%20most%20tragic%20of%20circumstances%2C%20how%20do%20you%20think%20it%20makes%20you%20feel%3F%20You%20know%20they%E2%80%99re%20primarily%20done%20on%20healthy%20women%20and%20healthy%20fetuses%2C%20and%20it%20makes%20you%20feel%20like%20a%20dirty%20little%20abortionist%20with%20a%20dirty%20little%20secret.%20I%20think%20we%20should%20tell%20them%20the%20truth%2C%20let%20them%20vote%20and%20move%20on.&f=false
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4 Rescue the weak and the needy; 
    deliver them from the hand of the wicked.” 

Practical action steps 

• We must be first willing to know what we need to know about our stance as Christians. Can we stand 
for the killing of the unborn? 

• We must educate other believers who just don’t know. 
• We must be willing to have tough conversations with Christians who stand for choosing abortion and 

hope the same bible they claim they believe in will also shed their scales. 
• We must then be willing to ask, listen, and invite unbelieving abortion advocates to share their stance 

and guide them into this basic logic.  
 
We must then decide what God wants us to do: 

• Speak 
• Give money 
• Adopt 
• Help others adopt 
• Protest 
• Debate 
• Serve 


